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AREA PLANNING

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The purpose of this report is to keep Members up to date with the 
activity across Allerdale that forms part of area planning. This is the 
process of working with stakeholders from the private, statutory, third 
and community sectors to redevelop services and deliver projects with 
the aim of nurturing thriving communities, achieving local priorities 
and making the best use of local assets and shared resources. The 
process is holistic and inclusive with complete consideration of all 
process outcomes, both intended and not. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The Allerdale Local Committee has both executive and non-executive 
duties as set out in the County Council’s constitution.

2.2 Allerdale local committee is committed to the following priorities:

 Supporting people to access training, apprenticeships and 
employment

 Encouraging people to live well
 Supporting our communities to thrive

2.3 The work of the local committee contributes to the achievement of the 
Council Plan 2018-2022 vision which is to be 
 A Council that works with residents, businesses and 

communities and other organisations to deliver the best services 
possible within the available resources.

2.4 The outcomes of this vision are: 
 People in Cumbria are healthy and safe
 Places in Cumbria are well-connected and thriving
 The economy in Cumbria is growing and benefits everyone



2.5 Area planning locally will work within the local committee priorities and 
the Council outcomes through use of resources and influence.

2.6 There are no negative equality implications arising out of the 
recommendations of this report. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 Members note the contents of the report.

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Working with partner organisations and communities to achieve shared 
aspirations is one of the council’s key commitments. The Area Planning 
approach provides an effective mechanism to identify needs, local priorities 
and the actions required to deliver on that need across a defined geographic 
area. Essential to this is bringing together the full range of partners, of which 
the community is central. 

4.2 Members of local committee continue to have discussions that form part of 
planning for specific areas across Allerdale. These take place during 
allocated Area Planning sessions and are often accompanied by 
presentations from officers from across the county to inform these 
discussions and future local committee decisions.

4.3 At its most recent Area Planning session, Members considered how libraries 
have changed over the past few years and are adapting to the needs of our 
communities. The discussion was facilitated by officers and Members spoke 
about what libraries are to them as part of National Libraries Week.

4.4 At the same session, Members were joined by officers from Allerdale 
Borough Council to discuss various funding streams that would benefit 
towns across Allerdale. In particular, the Borderlands Place funding was 
discussed at that session and individually and Allerdale Local Committee are 
asked for their support of the selected town which is Silloth. The funding is 
not guaranteed but this is an opportunity to bring government funding into 
the county and Allerdale. The County Council will take selected towns from 
across the six districts to the Borderlands Partnership Board before these 
are presented to the government for decision. County Council officers and 
Members will continue to support colleagues at Allerdale Borough Council 
through the process.

4.5 The Allerdale Community Services Team is currently working across the 
district. This report sets out the most recent activity supporting area working.

4.6 The Local Committee budget 2019-20 is attached at Appendix 1 for 
information. Within the General Provision budget, money has been set aside 
from the current (2019-20) and previous year budget (2018-19) to fund area 
planning activity where additional resources are required. 



WORKINGTON
Salterbeck and Mossbay

4.7 The project, Solway Views was very well received at the West Cumbria 
Community Forum recently where North Cumbria NHS colleagues, NWAS, 
Churches Together and Community Voices spoke highly about the research 
and were keen to be involved with the actions going forwards, particularly 
the church community being involved with the social isolation project being 
delivered during the coming months across Workington ICC (Integrated Care 
Community). 
Moorclose

4.8 Stronger Together Moorclose Following the completion of the community 
research being undertaken in conjunction with University of Central 
Lancashire (UCLAN), the findings of this will be presented to the community 
on 8 December 2019. The Stronger Together project group are currently 
working with Moorclose Community Centre to hold a Christmas event which 
will engage with the local community. 
St Michaels

4.9 On 18 October 2019 the St Michael’s project group organised an area 
walkabout to identify potential areas that could be part of future activities 
such as a street clean days with the aim of improving the appearance of the 
area.  

4.10 Public Health colleagues organised a number of Conversation Cafés across 
the County and the event at St Michael’s on 30 September was the highest 
in attendance to date with partners and members of the public attending. 
The information collected from this engagement will help determine future 
commissioning from Public Health around substance recovery. 
MARYPORT

4.11 The bid for the High Street fund was successful in the second tranche and 
therefore increases the opportunities to deliver on the planned regeneration. 
This continues to be led by Allerdale BC with support from County Council 
officers and elected Members. Allerdale BC has also submitted a bid to the 
Heritage Action Zone, supported by Allerdale local committee and the 
feedback so far has been very positive.
ASPATRIA

4.12 Since reporting to the last local committee, the Chair of Local Committee 
met with other leaders within Aspatria to tease out some options for the town 
that can be taken forward. The session helped to clarify the wants and needs 
of people in the town.

4.13 Attendance at the next Aspatria Town Council has been arranged to talk 
about some of the options for the library building that came from the 
engagement activity so far.

4.14 The Area Manager, chair and vice chair of local committee met with the 
Chief Executive and Leader of the Council to go through progress being 
made in Aspatria and future options and plans.



4.15 The local Member, chair and vice chair of local committee will continue to 
work closely with officers to undertake this review and the Local Committee 
will receive regular updates as this progresses. Any recommendations for 
changes will be required to be taken through the appropriate governance 
routes for all partners, including the County Council. 
WIGTON / SILLOTH 

4.16 With the opportunity to bid for Places funding from the Borderlands fund, 
Allerdale BC has selected Silloth as the town it wishes to put forward. At the 
Area Planning session in October, Members had the opportunity to ask 
questions of the Allerdale BC officers who were working on the Expression 
of Interest. At that time, they were asking Members if there were any 
concerns over Silloth as the selected town, understanding that when 
presented to the Borderlands Programme Board, support from the local area 
committee is sought.
KESWICK

4.17 As part of Keswick’s partnership approach, the Community Services Team 
directed and supported Keswick Community Emergency Recovery 
Partnership to run their Exercise Rawnsley on 5 October. The emergency 
exercise was based on a flooding scenario. The primary aim was to allow the 
community emergency volunteers to experience a large scale event 
alongside statutory authorities. 

4.18 The objectives of this exercise were: 

 the opening of a Reception Centre at St Herbert’s School

 to improve, support and enable other communities to respond to large 
scale emergencies 

 to allow other community emergency response groups from across 
Cumbria to take part and observe 

 to share learning: the exercise was filmed by Film Cumbria which will 
be used as learning across the country with other communities and 
local resilience forums

4.19 A team from Nottingham Trent University also observed the exercise for 
academic research purposes and will feedback their report

4.20 The information gathering and engagement stages of the Keswick Transport 
Study are complete and proposed schemes are being developed by the 
consultants. Although funding has not been identified for any schemes, 
these will be reported to a future meeting of this committee. 

4.21 Keswick Flood Alleviation Scheme works are progressing, the water 
diversion on Penrith Road is now complete and the base for the control kiosk 
and new bus stop has now been laid. With the water main diversion being 
complete full excavation and piling works for the pumping station on the 
carriageway are planned to start on 28th October 2019. 

4.22 Earthworks have started in the basin at Springs Field and the new pipework 
to connect the basin to the Castlehead Drain is well underway. Relining of 
the Castlehead Drain from the inlet at the allotments down to the outfall into 
the river, has commenced and should be complete early November 2019. 



COCKERMOUTH
4.23 Linking Lives is a new project which launched on 1 October to combat 

loneliness and social isolation in the Cockermouth and surrounding areas.  It 
is a national Churches Together programme and the Cockermouth Churches 
Together team are the first in Cumbria to go live.  

4.24 The official launch event took place on 29 October at Cockermouth Town 
Hall where Bishop James Newcome, the Parton of Linking Lives, was in 
attendance.

4.25 As shown in the diagram below, Linking Lives seeks to combat loneliness 
through home visits, outings, appropriate signposting to activities and 
services and social events

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 The report is for information only and there are therefore no options to 
consider.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 Discretionary budgets are reporting actual and committed spend of £229,628 
against a budget of £326,413 leaving unallocated resource 

6.2 Non-discretionary budgets reporting £183,427 actual and committed spend 
against a budget of £183,427 leaving a nil balance

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 There are no direct legal implications arising from this report. 



8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 The report provides many examples where the County Council and Allerdale 
BC are working together to ensure good outcomes for local residents and 
businesses through a more joined up approach. Joint working to ensure 
external funding is received is a large part of area planning currently and will 
continue to be the case in the short to medium term.

Dawn Roberts
Executive Director – Corporate Customer and Community Services

October 2019

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 Local Committee Budget

Electoral Divisions: All

Executive Decision No

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/AHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/AHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 
expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained.

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions.



CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers

REPORT AUTHOR

Contact: Lizzy Shaw, 07825 103575, lizzy.shaw@cumbria.gov.uk

mailto:lizzy.shaw@cumbria.gov.uk

